This | Believé® There are more Things in Life than Academic Grades

| am a person whatudy to live, not live to studyOf course,there are people who are so
fervent about academic improvemgihiey view it as theeasorof their existencetHowever,| am
not one suchisaac Newtonand despite having chorusgldiove studying in classsince the first
day of primary school, still believethatthere are more things to be treasured in life tierply
getting an Al folEnd-Of-Year exars.

To me studying may ensure mfuture career and survival the societybut | beleve that
the main qualitythat differentiates humanbeingsfrom otherliving beings is that we do néve to
merelysurvive or reproducebut we find other pleases which are the purposes of our lives, not
studying which is but one of the many uddéwls to fulfil these goals.

For examplemy family, my friendsand traveling are severalitigs thatinvoke more joy in
me than a good grade a Mathematics quiZTo beaccuratel rejoice in getting a good grade
because it means that | may hawenhigherpossibility of getting a good job in futureyhich
ersures that have the means falfil thebasic necessities tife in orderto do what | enjoy.

Not long ago, | had believetthat studyings the main purposeof a student Indeed in this
meritocraticsociety academigrade seems to habecome &ey judging criterionfor successnd
in some religionsa yardstick for measuring filial pietypu r g e n &oneaot su@aswas
Albert Einstein,who spent his entire life buriedhiscientific calculatios, and became even more
dedicated to Ai mproving the lives.of mankindod af

Since secondary school, my mind sextim have developed this amazing ability taefil out
anything unrelated toeffing adecent grade. | was almost completely shut out from the rest of the
world, doingmore math problemger day tharsentencestteredto my parents

Onefatefulday, | was on the bus heading hgoisti#l trying to solve an algebraquation in my
head wha, | suddenly noticed a rain tree outside the bus window, with pink feathery blossoms
springing out fromthe crown. It was a common sight, but at that moment, it simply looked
amazing and | wondered why | had not noticed it previously. For the rest dbubgourney, |
became more sharply aware of my surroundings than | had for mdfythsorld suddenly burst
into colous and sounds outside nmgental prisorof algebra and history essayslid not just see
andhearandtouch, Inoticed andelt all that Ihad failed to appreciate for so lonyhen | arrived
home, | saw my mothavashing vegetables in the kitchen and my little brother playing on the floor
ard my heart was filledvith pure gladness|t wasgladnessn my life that could notbe attained
even if | werethe tq scorer of Aleveks.

It was then | realised howany wondrous thigs there arén my life which arefar too
precious to be overlookedith the excuse ofi | need Ihdeed,bamujastyanormal
secondaryschool gir] | may not have a perfect or exceptiolitd, but | believe there are more
things in the kaleidoscope of my life than simply an Al for EOY.



